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REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1956 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
PRIORY  HOUSE, 
DUNSTABLE. 


4th  December,  1957* 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 

and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Dunstable. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I am  pleased  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1956. 

The  Borough  was  free  from  any  serious  infectious 
diseases  and  in  particular  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  or 
Poliomyelitis  were  notified. 

It  is  note-worthy  that  there  was  a substantial  rise 
in  the  number  of  births  during  the  year. 

( wish  to  express  to  the  Town  Clerk  and  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  my  thanks  for  the  help  they  have  always 
given  In  my  work. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  A.  PARGETER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time) 

H.  A.  A.  PARGETER , M.  A. , M.B.,  D.P.H. 

(b)  Senior  Public  Health  inspector 

A*  BISHOP,  M. A.P.H. f.,  R.S.H,  Meat  and  Other  Foods 
(to  Certificate 

H.  STEW,  M. R.S.H. , M.A.P.H.I.,  R.S.H.  Meat  and 

(from  1. 10. 1356 )0ther  Foods  Certificate 

( c ) Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors 

H.  STEW,  M.R.S  H. , M.A. P.H.I.,  R.S.H.  Meat  and 

(to  Other  Foods  Certificate 

L.  Ve  LEE,  M.  A.P.H.  f.,  R.S.H.  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

(to  12.2.1356)  Certificate 

M.  HINCHCLIFFE,  M. R.S.H.,  M. A.P.H. I.,  R.S.H.  Meat 

and  Other  Foods  Certificate 
(from  24.4.1356) 

F,  W.  P.  HARMSWORTH,  A.R.S.H. , M.  A.P.H. I.,  R.S.H. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate 
(from  23.lO.i356) 

(d ) Chief  C lerk/Shorthand  Typist 

Mrs.  D.  F.  WORDSWORTH. 

( e ) Junior  Clerk 

Miss  S.  C,  NICHOLSON. 
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SECTION  A:- 


S T AT  1ST  ICS  AMD  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Vital  Statistics 


Area  of  Borough,  2,085  acres. 

Population  as  estimated  by  Registrar-General  19,020 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book 

as  at  31st  December,  1956  • * • * . . 6,248 

Rateable  Value  as  at  December,  1956  ••  £ 27 3 » 298 

Sum  produced  by  a penny  rate  taken  at 

31st  March,  1956  ..  ..  ....  ..  £ 429 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1-956 

The  following  tables  give  extracts  from  the  Vital 
Statistics  for  the  year  1956  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar 
General 


Total  M F 


Live  Births  355 
Legitimate  344 
Illegitimate  11 

Still  Births  8 

Legitimate  6 

Illegitimate  2 


188 

I83 

5 

3 

2 

1 


7 . 

lblJBirth  rate  per 
6 )populat ion 


1,000  of 

18. 7 


4)Rate  per  1,000  (live  and 
1)  still)  Births  I3.8 


Deaths 


178  88 


90  Death  rate  per 
popu lat i on 


1,000  of 

3-4 


There  were  no  deaths  from  diseases  or  accidents  of 
pregnancy  and  childbirth. 

In  order  that  the  birth  and  death  rates  may  be  more 
properly  compared  with  those  of  other  districts,  it  is 
necessary  for  them  to  be  multiplied  by  comparability  factors. 
These  factors  are  supplied  by  the. Reg i strar-General. 
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Thus  the  adjusted  rates  for  Dunstable  are  as  follows  «- 

Birth  Rate,  18.7,  comparability  factor,  O.96 

adjusted  birth  rate,  18,0 

Death  Rate,  9*4,  comparability  factor,  1.19 

adjusted  death  rate,  11*2 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Total  % Rate  per  1,000  live  births  25*4 

Legitimate  9. Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  25.4 

illegitimate  -.Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  - — 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ..  ..  ..  •« 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  «•  .«  .. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)..  . . 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) ••  ».  25 


Populat  ion 

The  population  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  for  the  last  ten  years  are  as  followss 


1947  (mid-year) 

• t 4 4 

• • 

16,490 

1948  *» 

♦ 4 4 4 

4 ♦ 

16,990 

1949  « 

44  4 4 

4 4 

17,110 

1950  " 

• • • • 

4 4 

17,260 

1951  « 

* • • • 

4 4 

17,07Q 

1952  « 

• • # • 

4 • 

17,090 

1953  » 

# • • 4 

4 4 

17,270 

1954  " 

♦ 4 4 • 

4 4 

17,570 

1955 

* * 4 4 

4 4 

18,140 

1956  « 

• • 4 4 

4 4 

19,020 

The  natural  increase  In  the  population  or  difference 
between  the  birth  and  death  rates  are  as  followss 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1951 

1956 


15.9 

11.1 

5.5 

5.7 

2.4 

1.5 
5*1 
5.2 

5.2 

9.3 
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Causes  of  Death 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  as  given  in 
the  Registrar-General^  statistics 


Causes  of  Death 

1 

Males  ; 

| 

F emales 

All  causes  . . • • 

i 

i 

i CO 

j 00 

L 

90 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ..  .. 

1 1 

| 

— 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  

— | 

- 

5.  Syphilitic  Disease  ..  ..  «• 

- | 

— 

4.  Diphtheria  ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 

- 

_ 

5«  Whooping  Cough  

- j 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  ..  .. 

- 

7«  Acute  Poliomyelitis  

- 

8.  Measles.  . • . . . 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach.. 

1 

2 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

— 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .. 

- 

3 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .. 

- 

1 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

8 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

1 

l6.  Diabetes  .*  ..  ..  ..  .. 

1 

— 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

14 

17 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ..  «. 

13 

11 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .. 

1 

2 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

14 

14 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  ..  .. 

2 

r- 

5 

22.  Influenza  

1 

1 

23.  Pneumonia  

6 

9 

24.  Bronchitis .. 

5 

4 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

*-« 

- 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

- 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .. 

i 

- 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

- 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .. 

- 

31.  Congenital  malformations  ..  .. 

1 

\ "" 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

10 

i 8 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

1 

i 

34.  All  other  accidents  

- 

2 

35.  Suicide 

2 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

- 5 - 


fnfant  Mortality 


The  following  table  shows  Infantile  Mortality  from 
stated  causes  in  weeks  and  months  under  one  year  of  age. 


i 


Prematurity  and 
Debiljty  from  birth! 
Broncho-pneumonia..  I 
Congen i tal 

malformations  ( 
Cerebral  haemorrhage} 
Haemorrhagic  disease! 

Totals  ..  I 


Total 

Total 

Weeks 

u nd  e r 

1 

Months 

under 

one 

one 

0- 

I-!  2- 

f 

3- 

month 

1- 

3- 

„ 

<6- 

9- 

year 

A 

— • 

; 

: 

wmm 

a 

4 

4 

- 

1 

1 

— * 

- 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

- 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

1 

- 

1 

__ 

~ 

- 

1 

i 

7 

1 

1 

9 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


194/ 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 


i i 

Total 

! Live  Births 

: 

I nf ant i le 
Mortal i ty 

Rate-Dunstab le 

i 

I nf ant i le 
Mortal! ty 
Rate-Eng land 
and  Wales 

•.|  407 

7 ! 

41 

••  f 317 

22 

34 

••  1 279 

43 

32 

! 284 

I 11 

30 

..  | 251 

28 

30 

♦♦  I 217 

14  1 

28 

• . j 242 

32 

27 

. . | 288 

1 35 

26 

..  ! 266 

23 

25 

* • 1 355 

25 

24 

% 

i 


Maternal  Mortality 


There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  1956 


BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  DEATH  RATES  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES  I N THE  YEAR  1956. 

(England  and  Wales) 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 


■ 

l 

{ 

('••.If 

l/wi  1 m »!<»!■  «i<  !»«•»•’  mi  n 

Borough 

1 

1 

£ 

of 

England 

i 

f 

Dunstable  1 

I 1 

and  Wales  i 

1 

Rates  per  1,000 

1 

I 

Civilian  Population. 

| Births: 

Live  ..  . 

18. 7 

15.7 

Still  

# • 

• 0 

( 0.42 

O.36 

1 

J 

(13.8(a) 

(23.0(a)| 

Deaths : 

I 

* 

All  c auses  * 

• • 

0 * 

11.7 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

• • 

{ Whooping  Cough  . . . . 

• • 

• • 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria  

• • 

• • 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis..  ..  ., 

• • 

• • 

0.05 

0.12 

Influenza  

• • 

• * 

0.11 

0.05 

Smallpox  ..  ..  .. 

• 0 

- 

~ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

i s ) 

Poll o-ence 

phalit 

0.00 

0.00 

Pneumon i a 

1 ' 

• • 

• • 

0.79 

0.50 

Not  if icat i ons: 

5 

Typhoid  Fever  ..  .. 

• • 

• • 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever.. 

• • 

• • 

0.00 

0.01 

Meningococcal  Infection 

• « 

• « 

0.00 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever 

• ♦ 

0.05 

0.74 

Whooping  Cough 

• • 

• • 

3.10 

2.07  i 

Diphtheria 

♦ * 

• • 

0.00 

0.00 

Erysipelas  

• * 

• • 

0.05 

0.01 

Smallpox  ..  ..  .. 

• • 

• • 

- 

Measles  . . . . *. 

1.68 

3.59 

Pneumonia  ..  ..  .. 

• • 

■ 

• « 

0.00 

0.57  1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Paralytic 

; 

* • 

0.00 

0.04 

Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Non-Paralyt 

ic 

0.00 

0.03 

Food  Poisoning 

• • 

0.11 

0.24 

Dysentery  

I 

f 

i 

1 

; 

0.16 

1.10  1 

| 

1 

7 


1 j 

I f 

Borough  } | 

of  ' England  1 

Dunstable!  and  Wales  j 

| 

j ! 

j i 

Rates  per  1,000 
live  births 

\ 

j Deaths  under  1 year  of  age.. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

under  2 years  of  age 

| 1 

- -U-M..UL..  . a ..  m ...  rt-r  Z 

25.4  j 23.8  -f  j 

| f 

0.00  j 0.5 

1 f 

j | 

| | 

1 j 

Rates  per  1,000 
Total  Births 
(live  and  still) 

(a)  Not  if icat i ons 

Puerperal  Pyrexia..  .. 

1 

1 ! i 

2.75  1 16.31 

| | i 

I (b)  Maternal  Mortality 

Sepsis  of  Pregnancy,  Childbirth 
and  the  Puerperium 
Other  Toxaemias  of  Pregnancy 
i Abortion  with  Toxaemia..  ♦. 

Abortion  with  Sepsis  ..  .. 

Abortion  without  Sepsis  .. 

Other  Complications  of  Pregnancy, 
Childbirth  and  Puerperium 

I j ) 

1 ! ! 

I | f 

0.00  ! 1 

0.00  t ) 

i 0.00  j } 

0.00  ! ) 10 

0.00  1 ) 1 

l | f 

0.00  ) 0.46 

A dash  (-)  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths  or  notifications. 

Per  1,000  related  births. 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1947  - 1956. 
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SECTION  F :- 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DiSEASES 

Infectious  Diseases,  other  than  Tuberculosis 

General  Statistics.  The  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during 
1956  together  with  the  number  admitted  to  hospital,  and 
the  deaths  from  these  diseases  s- 


! Total 

Diseases  } Cases 

| Not  if  i ed 

Cases 

Adm i tted 
j to  Hospital 

Total 
Deaths 
j Reg i s tered 

Scarlet  Feve r . . . . 1 

| 

Whooping  Cough  . . . .{  49 

l 

Acute  Poliomyeli tiss 

\ 

Paralytic { 

Non-Paralytic  ..  . ,f 

Measles  (excluding  rubella)  32 

D i phtheri a j 

[ ; 

1 

Dysentery  j 3 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  infection  j 

, . 

Ac.  Pneumonia  ..  ..j  _ 

,T 

15 

Smallpox  j 

mmm 

J 

Acute  Encephatitis  : 

Infective 1 



Post- i nf ect ious. . ..1 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever!  - 1 

Paratyphoid  Fevers  „.j 

Erysipelas  | 1 

1 

Food  Pol soni ng  . . . . j 2 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia..  ,.f  1 

i 

- ! 

Ophthalmia  neonator ium. . 1 

£ 

j 

Infective  Hepatitis  ..{  3 

] 

- 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever 


Year 



| j 

I No.  of  Cases  j 

U- — — _j 

r— 

: ] 

Case-rate  per  1,000  j 

Case-rate  for 
■England  and  Wales 

1356  ; 

1 

L, vu 

O 

• 

O 

i 

i 

I 

1 

i 

t 

f 

0 
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The  following  table 

shows 

the  incidence  for  the  last 

ten  years 

1947  ..  .. 

19 

1952  ..  .. 

7 

1948 

9 

1953  .. 

16 

1949  ..  .. 

19 

1954  ..  .. 

26 

1950  ..  .. 

27 

1955  ..  .. 

8 

1951  ~ .. 

6 

1956  ..  .. 

1 

Diphtheria  The  following  table  shows  the 

number  of 

cases  of  Diphtheria  which  have 

occurred  during  the 

last  ten 

years 

1947 

2 

1952  ..  .. 

0 

1948 

2 

1953  .. 

0 

1949  ..  .. 

0 

1954  ..  .. 

0 

1950 

0 

1955  ..  .. 

0 

1951 

0 

1956  -•  •• 

0 

There  have  been  no  deaths  from  the  disease  since  the 
year  1937. 


Cancer 


The  following  table  shows  the  prevalence  of  Cancer 


deaths  during 

the  last 

ten  years 

• 

• 

Rate  per 

Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1,000 

1947 

14 

13 

27 

l.U 

1948 

15 

10 

25 

1.47 

1949 

13 

16 

29 

1.^9 

1950 

16 

12 

28 

1.62 

1951 

15 

13 

28 

l.U 

1952 

24 

22 

46 

2.69 

1353 

9 

11 

20 

1.16 

1954 

15 

23 

38 

2.16 

1955 

16 

14 

30 

I.65 

1956 

11 

14 

25 

1.32 

~ 11  ~ 


Tubercu losis 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  195^ 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

No  n- 

Respi ratory 

Resp i ratory 

; 

Non- 

Resp i ratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  5 years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-14  years 



1 

1 

- 

15  - 24  years 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 44  years 

3 

3 

- 

2 

* 

— 

- 

45  - 64  years 

6 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  over 

1 

1 

- 

— 

1 

— 

- 

Age  unknown 

| 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . , 

12 

7 

2 

2 ! 

1 

...1 

DEATH  RATES  PER  1,000  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 
Pulmonary  0.05 


Non-Pulmonary 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
PRIORY  HOUSE, 
HIGH  STREET  SOUTH, 
DUNSTABLE. 


December,  1957* 

To  His  Ylorship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Dunstable, 

GENTLEMEN, 

This  Report  for  the  Year  19 5^  roust  of  necessity  be  a 
factual  one  since  any  comment  by  me  would  be  to  a large 
extent  upon  the  work  of  another  Officer. 

The  Council  did  me  the  honour  of  appointing  me  Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector  during  the  year  and  I succeeded  Mr. 
Bishop  on  1st  October, 

It  is  not  easy  to  follow  an  Officer  held  in  such  high 
regard  but  I shall  do  my  utmost  to  prove  that  the  con- 
fidence shown  in  me  was  not  misplaced. 

I am  proud  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Department, 
jealous  of  its  capabilities  and  status  and  shall  do  every- 
thing in  my  power  to  maintain  and  improve  the  efficiency, 

in  September  the  designation  "Sanitary  Inspector"  was 
changed  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  "Public  Health  Inspector" 
since  it  was  felt  that  the  old  title  did  not  give  a true 
appreciation  of  the  work  now  undertaken. 
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Very  few  people  are  fully  aware  of  the  many  duties 
and  responsibilities  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Department  and  I feel  that  an  Annual  Report  prepared  as 
early  as  possible  after  the  end  of  the  year  could  do  much 
to  improve  this  lack  of  knowledge  and  would  serve  a very 
useful  purpose  in  making  the  towns  people  aware  of  the 
continuous  effort  which  goes  into  the  maintenance  and 
safeguard  of  their  health. 

I hope  that  I shall  be  able  to  make  all  future  Reports 
as  informative  as  possible  and  to  produce  them  at  a time 
when  the  information  contained  therein  has  some  news  value. 


I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HAROLD  STEW 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SECTION  C:- 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
1.  WATER  SUPPLY 


The  general  position  as  to  the  source  of  supply  re- 
mains unchanged* 

Consumption  during  the  year  amounted  to  492,485,000 
gallons,  equal  to  an  average  of  1*35  million  gallons  per 
day,  of  this  303*805,000  gallons  were  pumped  from  Wells 
owned  by  the  National  Gas  Board  within  the  Borough  and  the 
remaining  188,680,000  gallons  received  from  Friars  Wash 
supply* 

The  following  information  is  supplied  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Ministry  of  Health* 

(a)  Quantity  and  Quality 

There  was  no  shortage  of  water  during  195&*  The 
quality  of  the  water  supplied  remained  good  and  this 
is  confirmed  under  the  heading  dealing  with  ’’Results 
of  the  Examination  of  Water  Samples”. 

( b ) New  Works 

No  major  alterations  were  carried  out  at  the  Works 
and  apart  from  additional  mains  necessary  to  provide 
for  development  of  the  Town  there  were  no  new  works 
carried  out  within  the  Borough  which  call  for  special 
comment* 

(c ) Risk  of  Contamination 

There  are  no  special  risks  involved  in  collection  or 
distribution  but  all  water  is  chlorinated. 

(d ) Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  Supplied. 

The  number  of  houses  In  the  Borough  without  a separate 
piped  supply  is  very  small. 

Results  of  the  Examination  of  Water  Samples 

Bacteriological  Samples 

A total  of  175  samples  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  by  the  Eastern  Gas  Board*  Copies  of 
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the  results  of  the  examination  of  all  samples  taken  are  now 
forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  as  a result 
closer  contact  is  maintained* 

In  general  the  results  were  found  to  be  very  satis- 
factory but  on  two  occasions  a bacillus  coli  content  was 
found.  Follow  up  samples  were  satisfactory. 

A typical  bacteriological  report  showst- 

"This  is  a very  satisfactory  sample.  ft  is 
clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  of  the 
highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity 
indicative  of  a wholesome  water  suitable 
for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes." 

Chemical  Analysis 

Four  samples  were  submitted  by  the  Eastern  Gas  Board. 
An  examination  of  the  reports  show  that  the  result  was 
satisfactory  in  each  case.  A typical  report  shows:- 

"This  sample  is  practically  clear  and 
bright  in  appearance,  neutral  In  reaction 
and  free  from  Iron  and  other  metals. 

The  water  is  hard  in  character  but  not 
to  an  excessive  degree  and  It  contains 
no  excess  of  salinity  or  mineral  con- 
stituents in  solution.  It  is  of  the 
highest  standard  of  organic  quality. 

From  the  aspect  of  the  Chemical  Analysis 
these  results  are  indicative  of  a pure 
and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public 
supply  purposes." 

2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


I am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for 
the  following  information  regarding  drainage  and  sewerage:- 

Sewerage 

(a)  Foul  Water  Sewers 

Apart  from  extensions  to  the  sewerage  systems  on 
Private  Building  Estates,  no  additional  foul  wafer 
sewers  were  laid  by  the  Council  within  the  8orough. 


Agreement  was  reached  with  the  Luton  Rural  District 
Council  in  respect  of  the  drainage  of  existing  and 
new  development  in  the  vicinity  of  Marina  Drive  by 
pumping  into  the  Council’s  sewer  in  Beacon  Avenue. 

The  Council  approved  the  recommendations  of  their 
Consulting  Engineers  v/ith  regard  to  Stage  1 of  the 
proposed  new  foul  water  outfall  sewer  from  Houghton 
Regis  village  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

( b)  Surface  Water  Sewers 

Work  commenced  on  the  new  51n  diameter  outfall  sewer 
from  Vauxhall’s  factory  to  the  Houghton  Brook,  and  on 
the  extension  to  the  surface  water  sewer  in  West 
Street  to  its  junction  wi+h  Whipsnade  Road. 

The  Council  approved  a scheme  tor  a surrace  water 
sewer  from  Mrssrs.  J.  & D.  Martin’s  Estate  off  First 
Avenue,  via  Bull  Pond  Lane  to  the  Square,  and  accepted 
a tender  for  a surface  water  sewer  from  Half  Moon  Lane 
and  Borough  Road  to  Great  Northern  Road. 

(c ) Sewage  Disposal 

Work  proceeded  at  an  Increased  rate  at  the  New 
Disposal  Works , and  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  bulk 
excavation  and  concreting  was  completed,  and  media 
was  being  placed  in  the  biological  filters.  If  no 
further  delays  are  experienced,  it  Is  anticipated 
that  the  works,  which  are  designed  for  a population 
of  40,000  will  be  completed,  and  in  operation  by  the 
end  of  1957* 

3.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 


There  are  no  rivers  or  streams  in  the  Borough, 

4.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  extensive  housing  development  within  the  Borough 
made  it  imperative  that  a third  collection  round  be 
arranged.  This  was  done  towards  the  end  of  October  by 
transferring  the  lorry  which  had  been  collecting  trade 
refuse  and  salvage  from  shops  and  other  miscellaneous 
duties,  to  the  collection  of  household  refuse  on  four  days 
of  the  week  and  by  concentrating  all  miscellaneous  duties 
into  Wednesday  and  Saturday  collections. 
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It  was  still  necessary  to  work  every  Saturday  morning, 
although  this  constitutes  overtime  and  it  is  considered 
that  this  not  only  compensates  to  some  extent  for  the 
shortage  of  suitable  labour,  but  also  by  increasing  the 
basic  wage  of  the  employees  encourages  them  to  remain  in 
the  service. 

The  re-organisation  has  worked  very  well  and  it  has 
been  possible  to  maintain  a regular  weekly  collection 
since  the  third  week  in  October. 

The  Tip  at  Whipsnade  Road  was  maintained  in  excellent 
condition  throughout  the  year  due  largely  to  the  efforts  of 
the  one  man  who  controls  the  Tip  with  the  assistance  of  a 
Bristol  25  Angledozer.  Efficient  control  was  made  easier 
by  the  plentiful  supply  of  covering  material  being  delivered 
to  the  Tip  from  the  considerable  amount  of  public  works 
which  were  in  progress  in  and  around  the  Town. 

Negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  a new  site  for 
tipping  were  instituted  but  were  not  concluded  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Various  Sites  for  the  Proposed  New  Public  Health 
Depot  were  also  considered  during  the  year  but  It  was  not 
possible  to  arrive  at  a satisfactory  conclusion. 

( b ) Salvage 

Waste  Paper  and  other  articles  are  collected  and  de- 
posited in  trailers  attached  to  the  refuse  collecting 
vehicles.  A separate  collection  is  made  from  the  larger 
shops  and  business  premises. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  and  value  of 
salvage  collected  during  1956  and  a comparison  with  1^ 55 2 — 


i 

Year 

1555 

j 

\ 

Year  1956 

|3 

Mater i al 

tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. If  tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

* ",rr 

Paper 

i 241 

is 

2 

r T 

: 

! 262 

10 

Heavy  Iron 

6 

13 

2 

i 

6. 

17 

3 

Rags 

2 

15 

— 

14  i 

2 

11 

3 

14 

Brass,  lead 

! 

: 

i 

1 

alum i ni urn , 

j 

f 

copper  ..  , .1 

12 

— 

3 1!  - 

13 

1 

15 

^ I ns  # * 00  + 

| 

_ 

i 

0 

CM 

- 

- 

VALUE  ..'  £ 2,127.  IB.  lid.  |j  £2,291.  15.  3d. 
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( c ) Cleansing  of  Cesspools 


Conditions  remain  unchanged  and  the  number  of  cess- 
pools in  the  Borough  is  very  small.  The  work  of  emptying 
is  undertaken  by  the  Luton  Rural  District  Council  upon 
payment  by  the  Corporation. 

5.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


The  following  schedules  give  details  and  number  of 
inspections  made  and  the  results  of  notices  served 


1956 


Inspections  of  premises  where  nuisances  were  found 
or  complaints  investigated  ..  .. 

Visits  to  property  under  notice  or  re  work  in 

progress . . , 

Visits  re  drainage  of  existing  buildings..  .. 

Visits  re  cesspools  

Inspection  of  sanitary  accommodation  at: 

Public  Conveniences  

Cafes,  Hotels,  Public  Houses,  etc.  ..  ,. 
Cinemas..  ..  ..  .,  ..  ..  ,.  .. 

Off  ices..  

Factories  with  power  ..  

Factories  without  power  

Bakehouses  

Shops  ..  ..  

Schools..  

Visits  re  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  and 

salvage ..  .. 

Visits  re  marine  stores  ..  ..  

Visits  re  rodent  control  ..  

Visits  re  verminous  conditions  and  other  pests 
Visits  re  manufacture,  preparation  and  storage 
of  food: 

Slaughterhouse  ..  ..  

Bakehouses .. 

Butchers  and  Grocers  ..  «•  ..  ..  ., 

Shops 

Fish  Shops  

Da i r i es. . ..  ..  ..  

Ice-cream  premises  ••  «.  ..  ..  .. 

School  canteens  

Hotels,  cafes,  etc 

Greengrocers. . 

Confectioners  

Factory  canteens  ..  ..  

Milk  Shops  . . ••  . . 


307 

481 

209 

2 

193 

16 

2 

2 

36 

1 

17 

8 

461 

2 

176 

105 


362 

14 

132 

1 

4 

1 

5 

13 

16 

3 

2 
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Ice-cream  Vehicles 


• # 


• * 


» • 


• • 


% 9 • 


• % 


• + 


♦ • 


t • 


• # 


• # 


• t 


Meat  Delivery  Vehicles • • 

Milk  Delivery  Vehicles ••  • 

Manufacture  of  Preserved  Food  and  Sausages* 
Market  Stalls  •«  •• 

Visits  re  unsound  food  ••  • 

Visits  re  Food  Regulations  • 

Visits  re  sampling  of  Ice-cream 

Visits  re  Food  Poisoning  ** 

Visits  re  housing  applications 
Visits  re  overcrowding  • • 

Visits  re  dangerous  buildings 
Visits  re  proposed  clearance  areas  and  unfit 
conditions  ••  •»  •«  ••  «•  •« 

Visits  re  dirty  condition  of  houses. , ** 

Visits  re  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  195*+  •• 

Visits  re  caravans,  etc,  ««  *»  «.  ••  •• 

Visits  re  Infectious  disease  and  disi nfection*. 
Visits  re  improvement  under  Housing  Act,  1949*. 
Visits  re  Shops  Act*.  ••  ••  •»  ••  • • 

Visits  re  sampling  of  water  at  Swimming  Pools*. 

Visits  re  water  sampling  •*  **  

Visits  re  new  bathrooms,  etc.  ..  ..  •• 

Visits  re  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  ..  .. 
Visits  re  Atmospheric  Pollution  ..  ..  .. 

Miscellaneous  visits*.  ..  ..  ..  ,,  *• 


• • 


♦ • 


f • 


• # 


» I 


I 

i 
3 


69 

53 
18  7 

10 

3 

94 

7 

7 

390 

4 

4 

5i 

25 

107 

33 

3 

3 

5 
28 
18 

186 


Number  of  Abatement  Notices  served  . . 
Number  of  Abatement  Notices  complied  with 
Number  of  Informal  Notices  given  . 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with. 


• • • • 


1956 


2 

1 

242 

194 


SCHEDULE  OF  WORK  DONE 


(a)  Structural  Defects 

Roofs  repaired  and  made  weatherproof 
Eavesgutters  repaired  or  renewed  .. 
Chimneys  repointed,  etc.,  and  pots  renewed 
R.W*  pipes  refixed,  repaired  or  renewed  .. 
Window  and  frames  repaired  or  renewed  .. 
Window  sill  repaired  or  renewed  .*  .. 


{ 

i 1956 

• • 

i 33 

15 

• • 

8 

• # 

5 

• • 1 

1 21 

• « 

3 
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Doors  and  frames  repaired  or  renewed  «. 
Main  walls  repointed  or  cement  rendered.. 
Main  walls  rebuilt  and/or  tied  in  .. 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid  ..  ..  .. 

Ceilings  replastered  ..  

Walls  replastered  or  matchboarding  renewed 
Dampness  eradicated  in  walls  and  ceilings 
Sashcords  renewed  ..  . . ..  ..  .. 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  .. 
Disused  outbuildings  demolished  .*  .. 

Washing  copper  repaired  or  renewed..  .. 

Miscellaneous  repairs  ..  ..  ..  .. 


10 


I 

= 


10 

8 

2 

1 

1 

10 


( b)  Foul  Conditions 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  ».  ••  ..  .,  j 

Obstructed  sewers  referred  to  Borough  Surveyor  j 

i 

(c ) Drainage,  Paving  and  Water  Supplies  J 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  j 

W.C.  pans  renewed  »•  ..  ..  

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ..  .. 

Cold  water  supply  tanks  repaired  or  renewed  »*  I 
Additional  W.C.s  provided,  W.C.  structures 

repaired,  cleansed  or  rebuilt  ..  ..  ••  j 

W.C.s  provided  with  water  supply  and/or  water 
pipes  repaired  ••  . . »•  ..  .. 

W.C.  seats  repaired  or  renewed  ..  . . ..I 

Gully  drains  repaired  or  dishing  renewed  ..  ! 

Yard  paving  relaid  or  provided  ..  ..  ••  j 

Sink  and  bath  wastepipes  repaired  or  renewed.,  j 
Manholes  and/or  covers  repaired  or  renewed  . . j 
Additional  sinks  provided  or  renewed  ..  ..  j 

Soil  pipes  repaired..  ..  ..  . • ••  ..  j 

Flushing  pipes  and  joints  repaired ! 


18 

32 


2 

% 

12 

3 

1 

7 

4 
2 

2 

8 
2 

1 

1 

3 


(d ) Collection  of  Refuse  and  Salvage 
Offensive  accumulations  removed 
New  dustbins  provided 


(e)  Infectious  Diseases 

Rooms  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease  .. 
Bedding  disinfected .. 


1 

1 


(f)  Verminous  Conditions 

Houses  disinfested  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ] 

Filthy  and  verminous  articles  destroyed..  .Contents 

of  1 house 
Bedd i ng 
of  1 house 
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I 1956 


( 9 ) Insect  Pests,  etc. 
Houses  disinfested 


( h ) Atmospheric  Pollution 

Smoke  nuisances  abated  

( i ) Slaughterhouse  and  Meat  Delivery 

Lorries  provided  with  offal  bins 
Drivers  provided  with  approved  clothing 

( j ) Food  Premises 

Improvement  in  food  storage  and  preparation 

faciliti  es  

Food  display  improved 

Food  wrapping  improved  

Washing  facilities  provided  

Hot  water  supplies  provided 

Ceilings  repa i red  

Floors  repaired  . , 

Booms  decorated  ..  

Ventilation  improved  

Other  matters  in  connection  with  personal 
cleanliness,  clothing  and  protection  of 
food  




17 


1 

1 


4 

3 

3 

2 

3 
1 

1 

1 

1 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES  - Section  10 7 Public  Health  Act,  I336 

Section  86  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act, 
1907>  requiring  the  registration  of  Marine  Store  Dealers1 
premises  and  for  the  keeping  of  records  is  in  force  in 
the  Borough, 

There  are  two  premises  involved  in  the  collection  of 
rags,  one  of  them  on  a very  small  scale. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Information  as  to  the  number  of  inspections  made, 
notices  served  and  work  carried  out  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  above  Act  are  set  out  below: 


(!)  1 NSPECT i QNS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 


Prem i ses 


( i ) F actor i es 
in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,2,3?4 
and  6 are  to  be 
en-forced  by 
Local  Author- 
ities 


( i i ) F actor i es 
not  included  in 

( i ) above  i n 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 
the  Local 
Author i ty 

( ii  i ) Other 
Premises  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authoi 
i ty  (excluding 
out-wo rkers* 1 
premises, ) 


TOTAL 


} Number 

on 

^Reg i ster 

» 

' 

Number  of 

| e 

jWritten^  Occupiers 

1 nspections ^Notices  1 Prosecuted 

£ 

i 

11 

\ 

1 

1 

3 

| 98 

% 

2 

\ 

| 

i 3 

i 

\ 

1 

i 

1 

I 

* 112 

X = 

3? 

2 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


(2) 


Number  of  cases 
defects  were 

In  which 
found 

Number  of 
..leases  in 

.which  pro- 

Particulars  { J l|  Referred 

I!  To 

Re  ijH.M. 

Found  ned  i ed  ijspec  tor 

Dy  secu t ions 

i.H« M,  1 n — |J were  in- 

f 

{spec  tor  sti tu ted* 

I i =1 

Want  of  Cleanliness!  - - 1}  - 

5 

| 

- 

Unreasonable 

% - 

temperature  . . J - : - ij  - 

- 

- 

1 nadequate 

\\ 

ventilation  ..  j 

- 

- 

Inadequate  j f jj 

!| 

Lighting  0 0 i •—  it  *-• 

1 ! i i 

mrtt 

- 

Sanitary  [ j jj 

}i 

Conveniences:  1 if 

\i 

(a)  Insufficient.  Ilf-  - 

1 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  cr 

ij 

defective  ..  j 1 1 jj  - 

I 

- 

: i 

(c)  Not  separate  j if 

| 

j! 

for  sexes  !|  - 

! i = : 

j 

Other  of f ences( not 

ji 

including  offences;  j 

! 

| \ 

relating  to  Out-  i 1 ll 

1 1 

wo  rk ) . . . . - - 

I f | a 

j 

- 

- 

TOTAL  ..  j 2 1 j|  - 

1 

| * 
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(3)  OUTWORK  - SECTIONS  110  and  111 
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6.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  Section  269  Public  Health  -%ct,1936 


Two  applications  for  licences  to  station  caravans  were 
received  during  the  year. 

One  licence  was  granted  to  station  six  caravans  for  a 
period  of  twelve  months  and  the  other  to  station  one 
caravan  for  two  months. 

7.  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Very  little  trouble  is  experienced  in  this  matter. 

It  was  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the  persons 
concerned  to  the  emission  of  black  smoke  from  chimneys  on 
two  occasions  due  to  inefficient  stoking. 

8.  SWIPING  POOLS 


The  water  in  the  California  Pool  was  sampled  on  one 
occasion,  four  specimens  were  submitted.  Two  reports 
showed  a bacillus  coli  content  with  a chlorine  content 
much  lower  than  the  recognised  standard. 


9.  ERADICATION  OF  3ED  BUGS 

Particulars  of  the  action  taken  for  the  eradication 
of  bed  bugs  is  set  out  belowi- 


(a)  Number  of  Council  Houses 


1.  Infested  .. 

2.  Disinfested 


(b)  Number  of  Other  Houses 


1.  Infested  .. 

2.  Disinfested 


1956 


2 

2 


3 

3 


10.  RODENT  CONTROL 

Maintenance  treatments  of  the  sewers  were  carried  out 
in  March  and  October. 

Rat  infestation  was  found  on  each  occasion  to  be 
limited  to  three  small  areas  In  the  older  part  of  the  Town. 
These  areas  and  adjoining  manholes  were  treated  with 
sausage  rusk  and  zinc  phosphide  after  adequate  pre- 
baiting.  Fifty-eight  surface  infestations  were  dealt 
with  during  the  year  necessitating  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  visits  by  the  sanitary  inspectors.  This  number  of 
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visits  would  be  greatly  increased  if  it  were  not  for  the 
use  of  Warfarin  poi3on  bait  which  does  away  with  the 
necessity  of  prebaiting.  All  these  surface  infestations 
were  of  the  common  rat  or  house  mouse  and  are  isolated 
infestations  mainly  associated  with  chicken  runs,  sheds, 
etc. 


The  refuse  tip  became  re— infested  on  several 
occasions  during  the  year  but  these  minor  infestations 
were  quickly  stamped  out  by  Warfarin  bait  applied  by  the 
Tip  attendant.  Re- i nf estat i on  is  less  likely  now  that 
the  Tip  is  being  consolidated  by  a bulldozer. 

SECTION  D :- 


HOUSING 

HOUSING  CONSOLIDATED  REGULATIONS,  1925 

The  following  tabulated  information  required  under 
Article  31  of  the  above  Regulations  and  which  has  not  been 
called  for  during  tnd  since  the  War  is  now  again  required 
under  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  28/54  1- 

I INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEARt- 

(l)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  In- 
spected for  housing  defects  (under 


Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ..  ..  487 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  .,  1438 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelli no— houses  (included 

under  sub-head  (l)  above)  which  were 
Inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Acts  ••  ..  

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the 

purpose.  Visits  to  properties  already 
recorded  in  (2)  (a)  .,  ..  ..  ..  5^ 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be 

in  a state  so  dangerous  or  Injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ,.  ..  64 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive 

of  those  referred  to  under  the  pro- 
ceeding sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation * • • ••  137 


| { REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE 
~ OF  FORMAL  NOTICES  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  Informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  135 


7TT  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR  : 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9>  10  and  l6  of 
the  Housing  Act,  193^* 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  re- 
quiring repairs  ..  .♦  ..  .. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
not  ices: 

D y C w n e rs  » • • • * * • • * ♦ 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

3.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  formal  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . • 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service 
of  formal  notices: 

3y  Owners  .*  ..  ..  ♦.  .»  »« 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  193^  s 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  .. 


(1) 

(2) 


2 


1 
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(2)  Number  cf  dwelling-houses  In  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 
(Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Pro- 
visions) Act,  1953/* • 8 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . . . . l£> 

(4)  Number  of  Undertakings  not  to  re-let 

given  by  Owners  . . 2 

(3)  Dwelling-houses  acquired  and  demolished 

by  Corporation.,  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  - 

D,  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  t 

(1)  Number  o f separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made,,  ..  ..  ,,  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 

fit 

E.  Proceedings  under  Section  25  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

(l)  Number  of  Houses  in  confirmed  clearance 

areas  demolished  ..  ,.  ..  .«  ..  6 

TV  PROCEEDINGS  UNDER  PART  IV  CF  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1936 

(overcrcwdTngT 


The  only  action  taken  under  this  heading  was  in  con- 
nection with  the  Council’s  Waiting  List  for  housing  accom- 
modation and  all  cases  of  overcrowding,  based  on  a bedroom 
standard,  have  received  favourable  consideration.  The 
number  of  premises  still  remaining  in  this  category  is 
very  small  and  since  the  Council’s  Waiting  List  is  also 
very  shall  and  the  time  is  fast  approaching  when  all 
applicants  will  receive  accommodation  the  problem  is  not 
great. 
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Unfit  Properties 


(a)  Clearance  Areas 


Church  Street  No.  I-I956  Clearance  .Area. 

Church  Street  and  Walnut  Tree  Terrace  No.2-1956 
Clearance  Area. 

Church  Street  No*3“*195^  Clearance  .Area. 

Church  Street  No, 4-1956  Clearance  Area. 


These  areas  were  represented  to  the  Corporation  In 
July,  1356  but  the  details  were  recorded  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  1955* 

(b)  Individual  Unfit  Houses  - Housing  Act,  193^  Section  11 


The  following  premises  were  the  subject  of  Section  11 
action  during  195°  but  the  demolition  Orders  were  converted 
into  Closing  Orders  under  the  provision  of  Section  1?  of 
the  Miscellaneous  Provisions  Act  where  necessary. 


5 Church  Street 

7 Church  Street 

9 Church  Street 

11  Church  Street 
2/3  Queens  Terrace 

4 Queens  Terrace 

5 Queens  Terrace 

6 Queens  Terrace 

7 Queens  Terrace 

8 Queens  Terrace 
IS 3 Church  Street 
18 5 Church  Street 
187  Church  Street 
189  Church  Street 
191  Church  Street 
193  Church  Street 
195  Church  Street 
197  Church  Street 
199  Church  Street 
201  Church  Street 
138  Church  Street 
140  Church  Street 
145  Church  Street 
151  Church  Street 

2 Church  Via lk 

3 Church  Walk 

4 Church  Via lk 

56  High  Street  South 
58/60  High  Street  South 


Closing  Orders 
Closing  Orders 
Closing  Orders 
Closing  Orders 


Demol 
Demo  1 
Demo  1 
Demo  1 
Demo  1 
Demol 
Demo  1 
Demol 
Demo  1 


t i o n 0 rd  e r 
t i o n 0 rd  e r 
tion  Order 
tion  Order 
tion  Order 
tion  Order 
tion  Order 
tion  0 rd  e r 
tion  G rd  e r 
Demolition  Order 
Demolition  Order 
Demolition  Order 
Demolition  Order 
Demolition  Order 
Demolition  Order 
Demolition  Order 
Demolition  Order 
Demolition  Order 
Demolition  Order 
Closing  Order 
Closing  Order 
Purchased 
Purchased 
Demolition  Order 
Demolition  Order 


29.3.56 

29.3.56 

23.3.56 

23.3.56 

29.3.56 
29.3.56 
29.3.56 
29.3.56 
29.3.56 
29.3.56 
29.3.56) 
29.3.56) 
29.3.56 
29.3.56 
29.3.56 
29.3.56) 
29.3.56 
29.3.56 
29.3.56) 
29.3.56) 
29.3.56 

29.3.56 

13.4.56 

13.4.56 

29.3.56 

24.1.56 
24.1.56 

4.6.56 

4.6.56 


Demo li shed 
September 

1956 


62  High  Street  South 
64  High  Street  South 
66  High  Street  South 
68  High  Street  South 
70  High  Street  South 
72  High  Street  South 
127  Church  Street 
129  Church  Street 
131  Church  Street 
133  Church  Street 
135  Church  Street 
137  Church  Street 
72  Edward  Street 
74  Edward  Street 
l66  High  Street  South 
59A  High  Street  North 
92  High  Street  South 
94  High  Street  South 
96  High  Street  South 
98  High  Street  South 
100  High  Street  South 
102  High  Street  South 


Demolition  Order  4,6.56 
Demolition  Order  4.6.56 
Demolition  Order  4.6.56 
Demolition  Order  4.6,56 
Demolition  Order  4.6.56 
Demolition  Order  4.6.56 
Demolition  Order  13.4.56 
Demolition  Order  13.4. 56 
Demolition  Order  13.4.56 
Demolition  Order  13*4,56 
Demolition  Order  13-4. 56 
Demolition  Order  I3.4.56 
Closing  Order  10. 7. 56 
Closing  Order  10. 7.56 
Undertaking  not  to  re-let 
Undertaking  not  to  re-let 
Demolished  Hay,  1956 
Demolished  May,  1956 
Demolished  May,  1956 
Demolished  May,  1956 
Demolished  May,  195^ 
Demolished  May,  19 56 


21.7.56 

21.8.56 


REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS 

(a)  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

One  application  for  Certificate  under  Section  26  of 
the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  was  received. 

( b ) improvement  Grants. 

Five  applications  for  grants  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1949  and  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954,  were  received. 

The  applications  were  concerned  with  the  provision  of 
internal  sanitary  accommodation,  baths,  lavatory  basins, 
hot  water  systems  and  proper  ventilated  food  storage  ac- 
commodation. These  applications  were  for  grants  under 
Section  20  of  the  Act. 

improvements  in  respect  of  which  grants  had  been 
approved  were  carried  out  in  three  houses  during  the  year. 
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MEW  HOUSING 


The  number  of  new  houses  completed  in  1^5^  was  *- 

(a)  By  Counc  i 1 * 5^ 

(b)  By  Private  Enterpr i se. . 4b8 

SECTION  E t- 

1 NSPECT 1 0 N AMD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
1. Milk  Supply. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  Order, 
1955,  came  Into  force  on  the  21st  March,  1355?  and  in- 
cluded the  Borough  as  part  of  a specified  area  for  the 
sale  of  milk  by  retail,  thereby  making  it  compulsory  to 
use  a special  designation  In  relation  to  all  milk  sold  by 
retail  within  the  area. 

This  provision  coupled  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations  which  provide  that  as  from  the  1st 
October,  1354,  all  pasteurised  milk  must  be  bottled  on 
the  premises  where  it  is  pasteurised,  and  as  there  is  no 
pasteurising  plant  or  producer  of  T.T.  milk  within  the 
Borough,  has  meant  that  no  bottling  of  milk  can  now  take 
place  at  any  of  the  registered  dairies.  These  premises 
are  now  used  only  as  places  where  milk  is  kept  for  the 
purpose  of  sale. 

The  majority  of  milk  distributors  are  general  store- 
keepers who  confine  their  sales  to  a few  dozen  bottles  of 
sterilised  milk  a week,  but  the  main  distribution  is 
carried  out  by  the  seven  registered  dairymen  within  the 
Borough  and  six  firms  who  operate  from  outside  the  Borough. 

With  two  exceptions  all  the  distributors  obtain  their 
milk  from  the  same  sources.  This  has  reduced  the  need  for 
extensive  sampling  very  considerably  and  is  the  reason  why 
so  few  samples  appear  to  have  been  taken. 

(a)  Registration  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regu lat ions , 1343. 

The  state  of  the  registers  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
as  follows:- 


Dlstributors  of  Milk  ..  3$ 

Dairies  ..  ..  ..  7 
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bealerfs  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  Special 
Des i gnat i onst- 


( i )  Pasteur i sed  . . 10 

( i i )  Ster  i li sed  . , 3^ 

(ili)  Tuberculin  Tested  10 


Supplementary  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  Special 
Des i gnat ionss- 


( i ) Pasteur ised  . . 6 

( i i ) Ster  i Used  . . 3 

(iii)  Tuberculin  Tested  3 


I nspec t ions. 


Four  visits  were  made  in  connection  "ith  the  in' 
spection  of  dairies# 


(c)  Prosecu t i ons. 


No  prosecutions  were  made  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  but  warning  letters  were  sent  to  two  firms 
concerning  protection  of  milk. 


2.  Ice-cream. 

(a)  Registration  under  Section  14  - Food  and  Drugs  Act, 1938# 

The  state  of  the  registers  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
as  followss- 


Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream..  6l 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 

ice-cream  9 


( b)  Ice  -cream  Sampling. 

Six  samples  were  submitted  for  examination.  Five  were 
placed  in  Grade  1 and  one  in  Grade  2, 
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RECORD  OF 

ICE-CREAM 

SAMPLES 

TAKEN  IN  1956 

Identity 

Methylene 

i 

a nd  No  . 

Pre- 

Blue  de- 

of 

sumpt i ve 

: Faecal 

colouri sod 

j P ro  v * ? 

S amp  le 

Coli 

Coli 

i n hours 

{Grading;  Remarks 

22390 

— 

— 

3 

2 Cold  Mix 

22391 

- 

- 

4 + 

1 {Cold  Mix 

22392 

- 

4 + 

1 {Wrapped 

22333 

- 

- 

4+ 

1 {Wrapped 

22394 

- 

- 

4 + 

1 (Wrapped 

22395 

— 

— 

4 + 

1 {Wrapped 

( c ) Sampling  of  Milk  and  Water  Lollies, 

The  one  lolly  submitted  to  the  laboratory  had  a pH 
value  less  than  4 and  was  therefore  unsuitable  for  ex- 
am i nat icn 


RECORD  CF  ICE-LOLLY  SAMPLES  TAKEN  IN  1956 


ident i ty 

and  No. 

of 

Sample 

pH 

Value 

Presumpt i ve  Co li 

P resent 

or 

Absent 

Faecal  Coli  j 
Present 

or 

Absent 

Remarks 

22396 

Less 

than 

4 

*■"*  I 

- 

F ru i t Juice 
not 

exam i ned 

Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947/1952* 


Ice-cream  is  only  produced  at  two  of  the  nine  premises 
registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream*  Both 
these  rr.anuf acturers  use  a complete  cold  mix  which  they 
obtain  from  the  same  source. 


jh, Meat  and  Other  Foods . 

( a)  S lauqhterhouse. 

There  is  still  only  one  privately  owned  Slaughter- 
house in  the  Borough  and  this  has  been  found  quite  adequat 
for  the  needs  of  the  local  Butchers,  in  fact  a con- 
siderable amount  of  meat  killed  there  is  sent  to  the 
neighbouring  areas*  A hundred  per  cent  inspection  of  all 
animals  slaughtered  was  maintained  throughout  the  year* 

The  following  table  shovjs  the  number  of  animals 
killed  and  examined  at  the  slaughterhouse  during  the  year 
and  gives  the  percentages  affected  by  tuberculosis  and 
other  diseases*  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  steady 
decrease  in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  found  in 
carcases  has  been  maintained  as  reference  to  the  second 
table  wi 11  show. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 
exc lud i ng 
Cows 

Cows 

! Sheep 
! and 

Calves : Lambs 

jumimj.mm.  «<!•«?' 

P i gs 

\ 

Number  killed,.  ..  . . 

1031 

469 

420  j 4C05 

3439 

Number  inspected 

1031 

463 

420  4085 

3439 

All  diseases  except 

i 

Tubercu  los  i s s 

: 

Who le  carcases  condemned 

T 

X 

1 

2 j 2 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some 



part  or  organ  was 

condemned  • • • « « • 

304 

157 

2 J 207 

l 

79 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 

i 

disease  other  than 

; 

tuberculosis  

29.53 

33.69: 

0.35  I5.12 

2.34 

Tuberculosis  only: 



Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

2 

- — 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 

1 

part  or  organ  was 

i 

condemned  . . . . 

43 

52 

— f — 

74 

Percentage  of  the  number 

i 

inspected  affected  with 

i 

j 

tuberculosis  

4.36 

hi..>  «•<  ««•««  MMMu<  ••  I<|<M<U.«! 

Ll.5 

-1-12. 14 

" . MMfM-M. lA  ...  .. <M<  ''“1><<r<H«'«.HiH<<Mrf<<<lh 

Table  showing  comparative  percentage  incidence  of  Tuber- 
culosis in  animals  slaughtered  over  the  past  five  years:- 


-•<<«<'<«<<<»<««« .M<MMM/|/«MMJ«<, 


"<*M'<U I’M MMM<M<<MHM<MMMM  ><;<««<«< MM ‘ * <<  <<MMIM<<J<< > < 

Cattle  excluding  Cows 

' <<.I|«H<MH|»»»!»II<>  l«r<<«««  IH<<<<IHH< <« MM<MII  <MMI<M<< t j 

Cows 

Calves  <;  Pigs 

1952 

9.9 

29.4 

0. 3 J"  7.9  ' 

1953  ••  •• 

8.62 

20.74 

0.32  | 2.82 

1954 

7.81 

23.25 

0.00  ; 1.94 

1955  <<  << 

6.2 

16.38 

0.00  ! 2.65 

f 

1956  < < . . 

4.36 

|n.5 

0.00  2.14 

Tuberculosis  in  Calves 


case  of  congenital  tuberculosis  in  calves  was  d i s- 
covered  during  the  year, 

Cysticercus  Dovis 


Six  cases  of  localised  cysticercus  bovis  were  dis- 
covered and  the  carcases  and  offals  of  the  affected  animals 
were  subjected  to  the  treatment  recommended  by  Section  C of 
the  recommendations  on  meat  inspection  contained  in  Memo  3 
Meat. 


Table  showing  monthly  totalsof  animals  slaughtered  and 
inspected  during  1356*- 


I*  


Month 

Cattle  ex- 
cluding Cows 

Cows 

j Calves 

Sheep 
and  Lambs 

Pigs  j 

Total 

Janu  ary 

50 

23 

220 

1 

235  j 

687 

February 

87 

48 

24 

173 

238  [ 

636 

March 

83 

42 

33 

177 

302 

} 

643 

Apri  1 

66 

42 

13 

156 

281 

564 

May 

73 

38 

18 

155 

252 

542 

Ju  ne 

85 

47 

17 

335 

283 

773 

Ju  ly 

68 

34 

24 

364 

237 

727 

August 

34 

33 

35 

626 

303 

1037 

September 

7^ 

36 

34 

505 

288 

! 333 

Oc  tober 

85 

33 

63 

547 

303 

1043 

November 

101 

24 

33 

468 

287 

| 313 

December 

108 

30 

73 

353 



358 

rfMWrti  (•*)*'• ' . r'»»  1 

[ 328 

eft**** 

TOTALS: 

1031 

469 

420 

4085 

3433 

j 3504 

— "MA'HtlltmitMOl 


Table  showing  monthly  and  yearly  total  of  meat  from 
various  animals  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
at  the  Dunstable  Slaughterhouses- 


Bov  i ne 

Month  j including  Calves  { Sheep  Pigs  Total  lbs, 

..  I riWllW 


January  . , 

1938 

16 

135  ! 

i \ 

2089 

February  .. 

851 

8 

18  i 

877 

March 

1339 

38  ! 

213  ! 

s | 

1590 

April  .. 

1472 

13  ; 

265  j 

1755 

May  . . . . . 

894 

j 64 

757  j 

1715 

June.. 

1042 

2C  : 

188  j 

125c 

July.. 

535 

83 

124 

742 

August  .. 

889 

131 

125 

1145 

September.. 

1419 

98  : 

15  3 j 

1670 

October  .. 

401 

113 

87  j 

601 

November  •• 

474 

74 

65  [ 

613 

December  .. 

13C9 

74 

141 

1524 

TOTALS: 

12,563 

£«#'*#*•  >4  |<« *144..  *4.4>*  •44#<«44  >ft'4/44  44f  4 4 . 4*t«*  » ff  4/f4  444  4 4444*4*.  • l 4*.' 

737 

iwsxsSSKJW toffifiSW 

2,271  j 

»/*•  444  >~ft»  *4444  4*  4|  4#*  ••**4.4*;  •,*f4#*»#4444/'4f*#444,l 

15,571 

,4f444l^-«y.f*4iiff4'M*f4.4**44  4#.4|«4*./.74.#444441 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  and  195A 

The  five  persons  who  held  licences  to  slaughter 
animals  in  force  at  the  end  of  1956,  applied  to  have 
their  licences  renewed. 

All  the  slaughtermen  now  licensed  operate  within 
the  Borough. 
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Meat  and  Food  Other  Than  in  Slaughterhouse 


The  number  of  visits  paid  to  premises  where  food  is 
prepared,  stored  or  offered  for  sale  was  673* 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  and  variety  of 
foodstuffs  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  owners  and 
destroyed  or  utilised  for  animal  feeding  stuffs,  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption* 


Article 

3 

tf'ifl'lt'tl*. ‘ f ...»  I*  ..»< lit i »••». 

T i ns , Packets , 

Jars  or  Cartons  lbs. 

Beef  ••  • » •• 

i 33 

H am  » . • • * « 

| 38 

Corned  Beef.*  •• 

CO 

1— t 

Luncheon  Meat  •• 

7 

Stewed  Steak  .♦ 

3 1 

Meat  . * • * * « 

21 

Sausages  *.  •» 

39 

Tongue*.  ..  .* 

l 

Fish  »«  00  •• 

8 155 

P i g Li ver  . . • • 

i 7 

T p i pc  00  00  00 

1 40 

Tomatoes  ••  •• 

72 

Tomato  Juice  .. 

3 

Vegetables  (various) 

79  1 

Fruit  (various)  .. 

71  ! 

Soup  • • 00  00 

8 

Preserves  ..  *. 

2 } 

Macaroni  ..  .. 

30  ! 

Spaghetti  ..  ... 

l 

M l lf<  00  00  00 

59 

C ream  * . . . . . 

1 2 gals. 

Pork  Pies  ..  .. 

6 ! 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pies 

6 1 

Black  Pudding  .* 

1 2 

Savoury  Ducks 

24  f 

Cow  Heels  ••  .. 

2 

I 

ffIlH«lmll|f'IB'N|lHlfMl.|l'HIII"f'W' 
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( b ) Food  Premises  Generally 


The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  In  the  3orough  at 
the  end  of  the  year  wast- 


Bakehouses * . . 8 

Pastry  Cooks  . . . . . . . . ••  10 

Butchers..  ••  21 

Confectioners..  ..  *.  ..  ..  13 

Fish  Shops  (wet  and  fried)  ..  ..  10 

Greengrocers  ..  ..  ..  ..  «•  14 

Grocers  and  General  Provision 

Merchants  48 

Hote Is  . . . . . . . . . . » . 5 

Public  Houses..  ..  29 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  and  Factory 

Canteens  2b 

School  Canteens  .♦  ..  ..  ,.  7 

Slaughterhouses  1 


(c )  Registration,  Section  14,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,1938 

The  number  and  kind  of  food  premises  registered  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was:- 


Preparation  of  fried  fish  ..  ..  8 

Manufacture  of  sausages..  ..  ..  19 

Preparation  of  cooked  meat  ..  ..  1C 

Manufacture  of  meat  pies  ..  ..  2 

Sale  and  manufacture  of  Ice-cream..  9 
Sale  of  ice-cream (Si 


(d)  Adulteration  of  Food 

No  samples  were  submitted.  The  adulteration  and 
standards  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  are 
administered  by  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council* 

( e ) Food  Poisoning 

There  was  one  case  notified  during  1956* 


- 40  - 


RA!  NF ALL 


The  following  figures  of  rainfall  in  The  Borough  over 
the  last  ten  years  are  included  in  the  Report  for  record 
purposes*- 


Year 

1 nche 

1947 

20.21 

1940 

25.60 

1949 

21.47 

1950 

30.63 

1951 

31.99 

1952 

27.39 

1953 

20.^1 

1954 

29.10 

1955 

2C.85 

1956 

27.49 
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Duplicated  byt 
Luton  Commercial  Bureau 
(Janet  King) 

19,  Cardiff  Road, 
Luton*  736^-3 


